
Practical 
Application and 
Common Mistakes 
Mastering English Tag Questions for 
Real Conversations



Learning Objectives 

By the end of this lesson, you will be able 
to:
● Use tag questions to sound polite and 

natural in English.
● Start and extend conversations using 

tags.
● Identify and correct common 

mistakes with tag questions.
● Understand key differences between 

English and Spanish tag usage.
● Practice real-life tag question 

scenarios for fluency.



Tags as Politeness Tools 
Why Use Tags?
● Tags make statements softer and more 

polite.
● They invite agreement, instead of 

sounding bossy.
Example:
● Direct: Close the window.
● Softer: Close the window, will you?
● Polite: It's cold today, isn't it?

Tip: In English, tags often replace 'please' for 
natural politeness.



English vs Spanish Tags 

Spanish often uses por favor or intonation 
for politeness.
Cierra la ventana, por favor.

English uses the tag itself to sound polite.
Close the window, will you?



Tags Start Conversations 

Making Small Talk
Tags invite the listener to join in, 
making the conversation warmer.
Examples:
● You like football, don't you?
● You've been to Cancún, haven't 

you?
● This food is delicious, isn't it?

Contrast: Spanish often starts with a 
direct question. English tags feel less 
direct and more welcoming.



Top 5 Common Mistakes 
1

Overusing 
'isn't it'

Many learners use 
'isn't it' for every 

tag. Use the correct 
auxiliary.

2

Not Flipping 
Polarity

Learners forget to 
switch from 
positive to 

negative or vice 
versa in the tag.

3

Double 
Negatives

Using two 
negatives in the 

tag and statement 
is incorrect in 

English.

4

Wrong 
Pronoun

Using 'he' instead 
of 'they' with words 
like 'everyone' is a 

common error.



Real-World 
Application 
Why Tags Matter
● Using tag questions 

correctly can instantly 
make you sound more 
fluent.

● Native speakers 
notice errors with tags 
right away.

● Mastering tags helps 
you blend in and 
connect in 
English-speaking 
environments.



How to Practice Tags 

Everyday

Daily Drills
Turn Spanish sentences into English 

tags every day.

Daily

Conversation Starters
Begin small talk with a tag to invite 

discussion.

Ongoing

Error Correction
Spot and fix mistakes in your own and 

others' sentences.



Identifying Common Tag Question Mistakes 

Question 1:
What is the primary purpose of using tag questions in English as a politeness tool?

Question 2:
Name two of the common tag question mistakes discussed in the lesson.

Question 3:
Explain why using tag questions can be beneficial for starting conversations.

Answers on the next slide...



Identifying Common Tag Question Mistakes 
 
✅

 
Answer 1:
Tag questions make statements softer, invite agreement, and often replace 'please' for 
natural politeness.

Answer 2:
Two common mistakes are overusing 'isn't it' and not flipping polarity.

Answer 3:
Tags invite the listener to join in the conversation, making it warmer and less direct than a 
standard question.



Summary: Key 
Takeaways 
What Did You Learn?
● Tags are essential for polite, natural 

English.
● They soften commands, start 

conversations, and invite 
agreement.

● Avoid common mistakes: overusing 
'isn't it', forgetting polarity, double 
negatives, wrong pronouns, and 
misusing 'have'.

● Practice with real sentences to 
boost your fluency and confidence.



If you enjoyed this free lesson, don’t 
stop here! Take our free English 
placement test and get a free trial week 
of our dynamic online classes. Discover 
your level, meet great teachers, and 
start improving your English today!


